




CORNYN STATEMENT FOR WACO CARES COMMISSION 
HEARING 

 
U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, sent the following 
statement by video to the Waco CARES Commission hearing on October 3, 2003: 
 
Thank you for allowing me to participate in this hearing. I’d like to thank Mayor Ethridge, Judge Jim 
Lewis, and all the other members of the Waco VA Hospital task force for their work on this important 
issue.  And even though my duties at the Senate don’t allow me to be with you in person, I want to 
extend to you my deepest appreciation of the importance of this issue. There is a great deal at stake 
before the commission today. 
 
As a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, and the son of a veteran, I am personally 
dedicated to looking out for the interests of all brave military personnel, active and retired, who call 
Texas their home.   
 
I fully understand the need for the VA to direct – and if need be redirect – our nation’s resources to 
best serve America’s Veterans.  But I also believe that the mental health services provided at the 
Waco Hospital are critical to Texas veterans. 
 
I want to let you all know that I am very concerned that the recommendation in the Draft National 
CARES Plan to close the Waco VA Hospital is not only wrong, but is based on incomplete and 
deficient information. 
 
For example, in describing national workload gaps in outpatient mental health clinic stops, the Draft 
National CARES Plan notes that the, quote, “Mental Health outpatient projection methodology is 
being reviewed and is under revision. The projections are probably underestimates of the demand for 
services. The forecasts will be updated for the next Fiscal Year strategic planning cycle,” unquote. 
 
That’s hardly an encouraging statement to read.  I believe we should hold off on making such critical 
decisions until we have a better understanding of the demand for mental health services, and we are 
confident we are not basing our decisions on faulty data. 
 
I believe that we ought to hold our Texas veterans in the highest honor.  We must always remember 
that our own freedom was not won without cost, but bought and paid for with the sacrifices of 
generations.  The lives of Veterans serve as daily reminders of that truth, for our communities, and for 
our children.  And their health care should be a top priority for us. 
 
I strongly believe that before we make any decision to close such an important health treatment 
facility as the Waco VA Hospital, we owe it to our Nation’s veterans to ensure that we have the most 
accurate information available, and carefully weigh the ramifications of this decision. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to submit this statement, and I look forward to working with you 
on these important issues in the future. 
 
















